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much in common with our ballads in narrative technique,
have probably never been danced. He concludes that "the
dance is seen to be a secondary element in ballad poetry but
one which has exerted a profound influence".22 In his opinion,
the Scottish ballads with couplet and alternating refrain were
the earliest to be composed, and they may have been danced
at one time; the other Scottish and English ballads were
probably just sung. Even this modest conclusion may be going
too far.
III.   ballad migration
Something more can be learned about the early history
of the ballads by studying their movement from country to.
country. If a similar ballad appears in several countries it is
as a result of diffusion rather than of independent origin.
In folksong, and indeed in the greater part of all kinds of
mediaeval literature, conservatism is the rule, and inventions
are comparatively rare. For instance, the motif of a dead man
coming on horseback for his love and carrying her to his grave
is found in an English broadside ballad, "The Suffolk Miracle"
(272), and also, it is said, in folktales of Cornwall, Germany,
Scandinavia, and the Slav countries, and in ballads of Greece
and the Balkans. Now, there is no question of this motif
having arisen in each of these countries independently: it
must have started at one point and then travelled to each
of the countries in turn. About eighty-five of our ballads have
motifs shared with the ballads of other countries and these
may be said to belong to international folksong. These "inter-
national" ballads are very difficult to date since they are
neither historical nor semi-historical, and most are found
only in fairly modern versions. They are believed to be among
the oldest of the ballads because of the beliefs and customs they
refer to. It is impossible to say in which country they first
originated or at what time. Nevertheless, part of their history
can be rather tentatively reconstructed by comparative study
of their versions.
Europe is divided into four main ballad areas: Romance,

